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Education is not the learning of
facts but the training of minds to
think
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From The Editor's Desk
Patience and Self discovery

Short story: Life Goes On
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The Nation and the parents
Spiritual Goodies
Fear to Peer
The Teacher's Impact Alternative Solutions to begging

Poetry Section
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Exploring the intersections of identity, culture, and
belonging, this issue of The Visionary Voice delves
into the complexities of our increasingly
interconnected world. Within these pages, you'll find
poetry, short stories, and essays from diverse voices.
We also showcase emerging voices from
underrepresented communities and stunning visual art
that reflects the beauty of diversity. At The Visionary
Voice, we believe literature has the power to break

down borders and foster empathy.

#BeyondBorders #VisionaryVoice

Sincerely,

Saba Sadiq

SEAREARGIGNGG
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Patience and self-discovery
Javeria

No doubt, life is a brutal teacher. What you learn from
people is an everlasting lesson. It doesn't matter how
good you consider them to be with you but hurting
others has always been their top pursuit for the sake of
inner peace. But you must be the companion of
patience. It's the only way to live a lively life otherwise
you will be died soon. Indeed, the most profound
lessons often come from the people we encounter, and
the experiences we have with them. It's a cruel irony
that those who bring us joy and comfort can also be the
ones who inflict pain and heartache. But it's in these
moments of hurt that we discover the importance of
patience. Like a steady anchor, patience holds us firm,
allowing us to weather the storms of life. It's the

companion that helps us navigate the turbulent waters

102
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of human relationships, where the pursuit of inner
peace can sometimes lead others to hurt those around

them.

In this journey, we learn to let go of the need for
validation from others. We realize that true peace
comes from within, and that the opinions of others are
but a fleeting whisper in the winds of time. Patience
teaches us to focus on our own growth, to tend to our

own gardens, and to nurture our own souls.

As we walk this path, we begin to see that the hurts and

betrayals are not obstacles, but steppingstones. They

lead us to a deeper understanding of ourselves and the
world around us. We learn to forgive, not for the sake

of others, but for our own liberation.

In the end, patience is not just a virtue, but a survival

skill. It's the key to unlocking a life that is truly lived, a
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life that is vibrant, resilient, and full of purpose. So let
us embrace patience as our constant companion, and let
its gentle wisdom guide us through the trials and

tribulations of this beautiful, brutal thing called life.
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Short story
Life Goes On
Saba Sadiq

“Bye, baby! I might be late today. So, be patient and

keep waiting. I’ll pick you up as soon as I’ll be free”

“Okay Daddy. Have a good day” she said while

climbing from the car front seat.

“Good day my doll” he said smilingly and wave his
hand slightly after dropping Miya to her school he

drove to his office
‘Hello Fazal”
“Hi Sara” he smiled from her cabin

“How’s Miya”

:
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yesterday”

“I wish her a good health”

“Thanks” he formally said

And started doing his work on PC. It was a random day

SEARERGIGNGG

like other days but today, the specialty was that Sarah

invited him to a café for a coffee.

“My mom is too much serious and has found a match

for me “

“Sarah, you know Miya is too young, she hasn’t yet

recovered from the trauma “
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“Try to understand Fazal, we both together will take

care of her, and we’ll take her to reality of life.”

“She will misunderstand me; she may think me a
selfish person. She will think her mother’s death didn’t
bother me much. And you know Sarah, I loved her too
much, I have only her in my whole life.. she is the only

one [ have. I don’t want to lose her”

“So, Fazal you are not gonna marry me. Is it your final

decision.”

“Try to understand Sara, recently I have been to Raha’s

grave. In her life she never wanted me to give my love

to anyone else. I don’t know Sarah, perhaps I am not

ready now for this.”
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“Why you were always so nice to me Fazal” she

sobbed

Being nice doesn’t entail love every time, sometimes
you are nice to someone just for no reason, as it is a
part of your personality. Did I ever make you feel that I
have something like love feeling for you “He was

worried for her behavior.

“No, but when Raha was alive, I never even imagined
of it but now she’s gone Fazal, you cannot spend your

while life with just her memories”

“Yes, you may be right Sara, but I am not mentally

prepared now” He seemed helpless

“Oh okay! What can I say now Fazal. if you are not
willing, my words would be useless” she tried to hide

her tears and felt a bunch of tears stuck in her throat.
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They both drank their coffee which was almost cold

now silently and came back together.

When Sarah came to US, he met Fazal the Pakistani
guy from Karachi she was from Lahore finding
someone in a strange country of your same ethnicity
was like finding a shelter in a desert and no doubt
Fazal as senior helped her a lot in everything from her

studies to getting job

It developed a very good understanding between Fazal
and Sarah. Sarah secretly started liking him, but he
was married man and was very happy in his marital life
and Sarah has also met Raha, Fazal’s wife many times
so Sara remained silent in this matter and remained
focused on her career and on her studies, now she had

completed her masters, she was constantly receiving
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call from her mother to come back and marry her

cousin.

He dropped Sarah at her apartment, few days later he
heard the news that Sarh has resigned from office and
went back to Pakistan. He was a bit sad Sarah didn’t
even inform her. Perhaps she was dejected at his
rejection but in his opinion, he had no other option.

Anyways Sarah was gone, he wished her a happy life.

:
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He often used to think, it is beauty of time that it passes
on, it was also evil of time that it doesn’t last longer.
How good were the days before her pregnancy. These
memories were always making sad he was very
possessive and sensitive about Miya. After 2 years of
constant struggle with love and care he was able to
bring her out of the trauma of her mother’s death. And

now Sara one of his friend and colleague have
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proposed him for marriage he rejected. He wants to

give all his time to Miya on

He brought Miya at home they together did lunch, and
he left for his second job when he came back it was
almost 8 o’clock, they were doing dinner together made
by a housekeeper who used to look after Miya when he

1s out

“Miya, I want you to visit Barber or hairdresser”

:
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“No Dad I want long hair like Rapunzel”

“At least give them a shape Mia and for this we have to

visit a hairdresser”

“Daddy Lena says her mother does her hair she never

visited hairdresser” she told him about a friend

“that’s great” his tone suddenly slowed down
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she knew dad gets upset whenever she talks about

mom whether it is her mom or someone else

“No problem I can use scissors have you finished “he

said smilingly and pointed at her plate

“Yes Dad” she started collecting dishes now he was

putting the dishes in sink and started washing them

“No way my hairs are very dear to me” she said with a

SEARENGINGINGG

laugh

She was now cleaning the dinner table with a cloth,
both used to do little chores like this while gossiping

catering laughing smiling together.

Mia was very dear to daddy so was the daddy to Mia.

15 years ago when Fazal came to US for his Masters he

met an Irish American girl Raha was beautiful as well
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as intelligent and loving she was also there for studies
in USA. Fazal and Raha married there in US their

families had no issue with their marriage the often visit
here native countries after 2 years of their marriage

Mia was born they were happily living in New York

when she turns 6, Raha was again expecting baby they

were very happy there about to complete your family
happy family but who knows the divine decisions one
day when Raha was 7th month pregnant slipped from
the stair and drop down upon her belly when Fazal
took her to the hospital she was in extreme pain baby
in her womb was dead spleen burst there the poison
spreads in her blood she left them for eternal life in
extreme pain ,left behind with beautiful memories to
face the cruel face of life. They missed her presence at
every step, but she was gone, and they have to make

their living with her memories.
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birthday of Miya they had arranged a birthday party in
the evening so for this he had to make everything

ready.

He noticed some white hair by his whiskers, and he
gently smile and murmured “Zindagi megzare” (life

goes on) a Persian phrase which he had once read in a
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novel,

Miya was also growing old from a little kid to a grown-
up lady she had already crossed her puberty line how

fast time flies.
“Good morning dad”

“morning my sunshine” he often use to call her like

this to make her feel special
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“You are going to office; we have to make

arrangement for evening” she said

“I will be at home before noon and evening shift is off

for today” he explains
“Be on time daddy” she said
“I am always on time dear” he smiled

Then a while he started again “Miya you turned 15

SEARERGIGINGG

today 15 years have been passed I remember the day

you born” he was lost in his thoughts speaking to Miya

“Remember Miya, life goes on no matter how big
tragedy you face in your life no matter how much
difficulties you face in your life the only thing which
life demands from you is to be steadfast in your

struggle and never compromise on your dreams”
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“Who was Sara daddy, why did not you married her
after mom's death” He was shocked at Miya’s sudden

question
“How do you know her” He got upset

“It doesn’t matter dad! You know how many nights I
used to be scared of my loneliness how much time [
miss the presence of a lady around me [ wanted to
cuddle in my mom’s lap, a mother who would do my
hair who tie them in ponies, to choose colors of my
dresses who cook for me only a mother or sister can do
this and if you had remarried it would have
compensated my loss not completely but a little bit and

a little bit would have been a lot to me” She sobbed

“I am sorry Miya after all my efforts I failed as father”

he said with sadness
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“No dad, you are the best. You were always the best
and right it was too early to remarry after mama’s death
and now it is not too late so you can convince her

please papa bring her back she loves you so much.”

“I think you are speaking too much; you are talking as

you are older than your age” he got serious

“No dad it is not so, wanting to have a mother or sister

or a friend doesn’t make me older than my age.
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“But how you know her” asked

“She 1s my history teacher in my school and she is such
a nice lady she knows me that [ am your daughter by
my surname she recognized me and she used to give
me extra care I don’t know why but one day I I asked

her and she told me that she used to be your friend then
I daily use to ask her different questions related to her

personal life that why she was divorced , why she




—~ Fiction

= Shelve THE VISIONARY VOICE

mention your name but daddy I am old enough to

understand everything which was unsaid.”
“Oh! You think you are old enough “he interrupted

“I invited her at my birthday party” she didn’t give him

an car

“And I want you to talk to her and convince her to

SEARERGIGINGG

marry you”

“Thank you Miss for telling me what I have to do” he

said seriously and went away.

It was a great evening Mia has invited all her friends as

some of your teachers he was hosting them all most of

the guest were of young age wearing jackets , t shirts,

skirt, making fun he was formally welcoming
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everyone she was also there in off white Eastern dress
she was looking beautiful and was sitting on the corner
table sometime using phone and sometimes chattering

with her students.
“Would you please mind my sitting here he asked”
“No issue at all you can, of course”

He sat on the chair right opposite to her
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“You are looking great”
“Thank you for the compliment”
“How is your teaching going?”’
“Very well, what about your life?”

“All good in fact product of my whole life is your

pupil” he looked at Miya.

“Do you have any plans for relationship”
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“What “she was shocked at his sudden question

“I mean, aww.... if you have any plan for remarrying

you can share with me” he was reluctant to ask
“No, I have no such future plan” she said coldly

“Sarah, what if I ask you about choosing me as

partner?

“Okay then I am supposed to do the same thing which
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you had done almost many years ago”

Please Sarah thinks about it, it was too early then and
now it is not too late, 7 years ago when Miya was only
8 she needed me the most and you know a kid who has

lost her mother at age of six gets too reactionary and

impulsive, I just wanted time to get her out of the

trauma.

“it’s too late I have to go”
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“No, it’s never too late Sarah”

I am talking about my own business I have to go home
early I can’t stay here anymore” she said this while
rushing toward gate and he was the almost running to

approach her

“Sara please think about it,” he was walking behind

her.

SEARERAGIGINGG

She went to her car. He remained standing there and
looking at her. Party was on its peak, in loud music no

one bothered about them but Miya.
“Why she left, is everything alright” she asked

“Yes, she got an urgency at home, so she has to go” he

exclaimed

Okay” she said mysteriously she knew there is no one

at her home for her.
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A week passed in this confusion. He was a bit worried
about Sara and was blaming himself for being selfish.

No doubt Sarah has passed very difficult time after her

divorce in Pakistan, but this is life. Everyone has to go

through difficulties of life, amid all the chaos life goes
on, giving you chance again and again at different
turns on your way, you just have to take your right turn

at proper time. He didn’t discuss this topic neither

ARG

Miya discussed it. Perhaps they both were waiting for

Sara to take decision.

Few days later after dropping Miya to the school he
was driving to his office. On his way he saw sara
standing on the roadside with her car and she seemed a

bit worried

“Is everything okay, Miss?” he asked from window of

passenger seat.
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“Yes alright” she formally said.
“You seemed worried about something”
“No! I am not she said coldly this time”

“Okay” he drove his car and parked next to her car on

the roadside.

“You are actually worried about something that you

are unable to hide. Trust me, I can help you.”
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“My car ran short of gasoline, and I have called my

housekeeper to take the car and drop me to the school”

“You are running short of time as well Ma’am, I have

ample time I can drop you”.
Sarah looked at him with empty sight

“Please” he requested
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“Okay” she murmured and came to his car. He
hurriedly opened the door for her and then came to

driving seat.

There was complete silence in the environment. Then
she has to break the ice “Fazal I thought a lot about our

that day conversation.

“And at what conclusion you reach” his heart was

beating so fast
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“Thank you sara at least you think about it “he wished

to say but couldn’t in actual

“Fazal when in Pakistan I got divorced, I was so
lonely, mother has also been passed away. My whole
life had become a dark blind allay. Women there used
to give me advice to remarry, every other day they put
different sort of matches sometimes the old widowed

men who had usually beaten up their wives to death. It




= Fiction THE VISIONARY VOICE

became a < nightmare to marry again and a hell to live

among those people. Then Bina appi and Zaheer bhai,
her cousins she often used to talk about them helped
me in moving here in US again I sold all my gold
jewelry and made money for ticket and visa. I gelt
better here away from those toxic people. Bina appi
often call me . Every Thursday I make charity meal for

my mother and father here. Then I started teaching
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here in the school, my Friend Sunita helped me in
getting job here. One day I saw Miya, she has dark
brown eyes like you. I feel homely here, many times |
planned to meet you, but couldn’t het courage to visit
you, I feel so comfortable around Miya, she became
more a friend than a student to me, from her I daily

asked about you “ she stopped

“Keep talking Sarah I desperately want to listen to

you” It was the first time after his wife’s death he left
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his eye left border he is still silent your friend is very
much filled with emotion I passed a long journey along
without any one be my other half and make you forget
everything as if you are making as if he were making a

deal.
She said nothing
“Will you please?” He held her hand and looked at her
She didn’t speak even a word just nodded in yes.

“Thank you Sarah,” he was in extreme delight she was

now looking outside the window

Fazal tried to look at her she was blushing perhaps, he

smiled same old eastern girl.

He started the engine “To the school?” He asked

“Yes of course, I am already getting late.” she

pretended to be worried.

SEARERGIGNGG
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“You will never be late again miss he winked”
“When will you tell Miya” she changed the topic.

“I think as soon as possible, maybe today at dinner

table”
“That’s right”

“I can’t wait anymore; we will plan everything very

soon.”
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He played soft music in the car.

“People come and go in life, happenings happen and
left deep impressions behind, memories are the greatest
asset which remain in the end. Sometimes a person
filled with the feeling of being dejected and expelled
from some bond, sometime he 1s overwhelmed with the
emotion of love, feeling of having achieved something,

feeling of reaching one’s goal in life, feeling of being
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fullest in your character which you play on the stage of
life. Amid all the hustle and bustle life goes on its own

pace and one have to just go with the stream of life.

He was satisfied with his character as father, character
as husband of his first wife and love, character as

beloved of a lady like Sarah. He still had firm belief in
his Zindagi megzare philosophy.
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“THE NATION And THE PARENTS”

Um e Habiba

Some people are disappointed by their country.. But
you know what ... [ love my country. it’s doesn’t matter
.. There is injustice law ... Criminality.. No rules and

regulations..slow network or disgusting politics
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But you know ... it has beauty.. It has nature ...it has
Vision ... we blame our mafia government, but we did

we think that we are right? ...

We awake .. Eat ... did job.. use mobile do fun ..and

sleep...
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We blame our country during just discussion but in
reality we are lazy persons ... who don’t think to make

strategies to improve our country’s worth

“Today we are not aware of the true meaning of our
national anthem, but we celebrate Independence Day.

Isn’t this a clear contradiction?”

“Today, every parent’s wish is to send their child to
another country. I don’t understand why they don’t let
them become the capital of their own country. If we
don’t invest, what will we achieve? We need to
understand here that nothing will happen by calling
this country bad and washing our hands off, but by
doing something for this country, it will gain a name

and respect.”
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“I request all parents to teach their children the true
meaning of patriotism. Make them a source of capital
for this country, not just earners from abroad. Ensure
that enthusiasm and passion are not just verbal but are

practically inculcated in their upbringing.”
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Spiritual goodies
Zunaira Fatima

In our day-to-day life we do many things. Most of the
time of the day is spent in our personal needs. While
doing all these things some small things can make us
good and better person. There are eight gates of Jannat.
Gate 1, Baab Al — Salah, this gate is for those who

were punctual and attentive in their prayers. Gate 2,
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Baab Al — Jihad, this gate is for those Muslims who
sacrificed their life in the way of Islam (NOT
TERRORISM). Gate 3, Baab Al — Sadaqah, this gate is
for those believers who were cherry table and gave
Sadagah in the way of Allah. Gate 4, Baab Ar —
Rayyan, this gate is for those who kept their fast with
sincerity to attain the blessings of Allah. Gate 5, Baab
Al — Tawbabh, this gate is for those who repent to Allah

sincerely regret their actions and do not return to it.

132
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Gate 6, Baab Al — Kaathimeen Al — Ghaiz, this gate is

for those who forgive and pardon others. Gate 7, Baab
Al- Mutawakkileen, this gate is for those were
steadfast in their faith in Allah and trusted his decisions
for them and lived a life that was a fulfillment of his
commands. Gate 8, Baab Al — Dhikr, this gate is for
those believers who constantly remembered Allah and

did dhikr. These are the ways to get blessings of Allah

SEARERGIGINGG

and be successful in life. If we do even one of these
things with our full intention and desire, then that door
will be opened for us, and it will be the reason for our

success in the Hereafter.
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Fear to peer
Igra Naem

A crowd of people mourning and shouting aggressively
while abusing the rapist and letting others watch the
heinous incident that has just taken place. She was
about 13 years old making her bag for school, a bit
merged in her thoughts, unaware of the environment.
She becomes curious for a while about what's
happening outside. Suddenly, her uncle comes and
hugs her softly in a sense of sympathy. All strange
voices and such reactions made her suspicious. She

was asking everybody what the problem was actually

but everyone wanted to hide it from teenagers. After

all, it was the dark aspect of society which may cause

fear in child psychology. After a long period of time,
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she approached that forbidden clip and lost her senses
for a moment. It was the rape of about 9 years child
girl. Now she came to know the reason for those
shouting notices. It was not the video but a mindset
that had rooted in her mind that was "Men are just for

hatred".

Time passes and she grows with those heartbreaking

ARG

scenes still revolving in her mind like a fire. As she
gets mature, her hatred and fiery aggression also burns
with her. Social circumstances around her also caused
more severe emotions. The screaming of an oppressed
wife bearing domestic violence, dominating men force,

early age marriages, ignorance, cruel murders, rape of

child girl, blackmailing to stop education of girls and

all the aspects to rise rebellion especially adultery and
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illegal sexual intercourse, she observed keenly in her

old village.

With this feminist mindset, she went to the city for
higher education. She was the only member of her
whole family to get a chance for further education. The
urban area was totally against her ideology. She visited
confident ladies who were a bit independent in her
thoughts. Some males were educated and sophisticated
in their manners. There was a clash between two areas.
Gradually she started educating herself with two
different backgrounds. There was no one to understand
her psychology which had been rooted in her mind
since childhood. She always tried to keep proper
distance from boys. She used the wrong ways to prove
her point of view. It was not just aggression but also

the disappointed, sense of being suppressed by male

:
&
&
&
&
%
&
&




Il THE VISIONARY VOICE
dominance society. City life proved very controversial
that on one side there was a positive aspect of male
gender and on the other side she was fighting for the

basic rights of women.

Education resulted in answers to her many questions,
and she realized after a long period of time that it's

very important to unlearn the lesson which is a

ARG

hindrance in the way of exploring the new world.
Feminism never meant to hate masculine gender and
prove herself superior. Being a follower of Islam,
feminism should be limited to facilitating women not
making them overconfident and superior to Men. Man

is the authority of a family, and they are not allowed to

endanger the chastity of a woman. Islam is a complete

code of life. There are clear instructions for both

genders, but the problem arises in practicality.
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Criticism on the unpredictable nature of women is the
matter of disappointment faced by a few ladies. The
rest of them take it as all the women are included in

such sort of criticism. The Holy Quran has clearly

mentioned that

"Men are the protectors and maintainers of women,
because Allah has given the one more (strength) than
the other, and because they support them from their

means"

ALLAH Almighty himself made them superior but it
never meant that women are inferior to them. In
struggle of tackling the women rights, some are on the
way to prove others wrong. It's better to work for their

rights instead of just to rise the voice of women.

ARG
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Choosing right ideology in the light of Islam is the best

way to secure the gender.

Now she is on right track which teaches acceptance,
not fear. And she wants to convey it to every girl that
whatever the situation was, violence is not the solution.
Education is the only key to spread enlightenment.

Islam has given Respect and rights than any other

ARG

religion. Islam doesn't prohibit the empowerment of
women but they themselves represent their low-quality
ethics. Women should know their worth and value
which is far better than man. She is respectable in

every character either it is sister, daughter or a mother.
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The Teacher’s Impact

Saba Sadiq

Teachers’ psychology must be tested before appointing
them as teachers because they are going to train young
minds with great enthusiasm and unrefined passions.
Doing personal attacks during discussion calling
student's name, making gender stereotypical jokes,
putting unnecessary sanctions related to study and class
behavior and the most annoying one making judgments
by their dress codes is highly inappropriate way of
teaching and not acceptable at all in any cost. [ don't
know why they act like this as they have a sense of
insecurity that these sluts in uniform will breach their
traditional patterns and would make an alliance with
modern word. In my honest opinion mostly, students

HATE such teachers. Such behavior can lead to low
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self-esteem and confidence, fear of speaking up or

participating in class, decreased motivation and interest
in learning, increased stress and anxiety, difficulty in

forming healthy relationships with authority figure

To address this issue, educational institutions must
encourage open communication channels for students
to report any incidents of inappropriate behavior
implement zero-tolerance policies for bullying,
harassment, and discrimination, foster a culture of

inclusivity, respect, and empathy.

By taking these steps, we can ensure that our educators
are equipped to support the emotional, social, and
academic growth of their students, and create a safe

and nurturing environment for young minds to thrive.
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Addressing the Dignity of Women: Exploring

Alternative Solutions to Begging in Islam"
Arooj Fatima

So, I am going to talk about women begging in the
streets and markets. I used to see them sitting like that
and begging on the way to college. I feel very bad and

ashamed to see them sitting on the roadside, mostly

wearing abaya and physically fit ladies. In Islam it is
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not considered favorable for ladies to beg like this, in
Islamic point of view. Is it right for women to beg like

that, is it the right way of making money?

There are countless platforms providing vocational
training to ladies and also offering them prestigious job
opportunities. These women can go for multiple jobs
which do not even need earlier experience or proper

training like canteen runner in schools, housekeepers.
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Thousands of ladies in every city or village are making

their own money as like tailor master ladies.

To do hardwork and earn money through these low

paid jobs are far better than beggary, isn't it?

In the earlier days I used to see only one lady, people
were giving her money as charity but then a sudden
increase in numbers, from one to four, was seen. The

encouraging hands are those who give them money
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while they actually don't deserve charity.

As far as my research, I concerned Islam never allowed
women to stand in chowk, roadsides, in the streets or to
go door to door for beggary, instead begging is

considered as the most disgusting act in Islam.

Before this no one has called out this surging issue, I

am first person to break the ice on this issue.
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If you find my opinion agreeable then you as the man
of society, citizen of an Islamic state, are supposed to
give awareness to these beggars and guide them to the
right path of honor and grace. I as a female can feel the
pain of a sexually or physically assaulted ladies as
Momita Debnath and I do not want any lady to become

an easy prey to such beasts.
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Prof. Mujahid Sajjad

See me but how would You me. You can see only the
continents of my face, my fluttering hair, my fleeting
eyes, my arms moving to and from, my legs twisting
here and there. You can see only what you can see, you
can see only what is right in front of you in material
form, what you can hear, you can hear from me my
voice the voice which is audible but you cannot see and
hear what echoes in my interior self. You cannot see the
throb of my heart, it's only what I can feel, you cannot
see my dreams, you cannot see my longings, you cannot
see the ocean of the love I have for humanity. My pains,
my pangs, you cannot see all abstract things which run
in my blood. You cannot see the level of loyalty, the
typo for my near and dears. You cannot see what I feel,

what I realize. You cannot see all that runs within my

145
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head and heart. Then what you can see, you can see only

my body moving and twisting?

But what makes my body move you cannot see. What
agitates me to run here and there you cannot see. You
cannot see the waves of my thoughts. You cannot see

mind from interior self.

You can only see my head, not my mind. You can only
see my eyes not my imaginations and dreams. You can
see my moving lips; you cannot listen to the music of
my soul. Then what you can see, you see nothing, your
eyes make pictures only within the range of your sight.
You cannot across the wall, you cannot see beneath the
surface. You cannot see beyond the roof, what you can
see. You can see the color of my face, but you cannot
see my temperament. You cannot see the colors of my
heart. You can see only the costume which I wear upon

my body, but you cannot see the costume of respect and
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honor that I bear in my brain, mind, psychology and
emotions. You cannot see the ocean of my emotions.
You cannot see my affiliation towards my culture,
towards my parents, towards my Allah. Then what you

can see, just tell me what you can see.
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Struggles
Tabassum
Life 1s full of peace
Thoughts make though it difficult

Strugglers can never lose
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If they get appreciation
No matter how high the goals are
Strugglers can never lose
Talk less and work more

Strugglers do also terrific
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Dreams
Rimsha Choudhry
Unfulfilled dreams, a theme close to my heart

A longing for something, yet to depart

Dreams scattered like stars in the sky

ARG

They sparkle so bright, but are just out of sight

They whisper their tales of what could have been

A reminder to keep chasing, to never give in

But remember, dreams can still grow

They take new forms and flourish you know
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So, hold onto your hope, let your spirit take flight

For dreams may change, but they'll always ignite

Let your stars sparkle and lit up the darkened heart

Amidst the gloom, let hope’s melody start
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I as an author of my own age

Having hope and spirit enclosed in a cage
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Fear

Zunaira Fatima

All at sudden in the winter ‘s nights
Silence all around and no light

Single alone specie from dark side

ARG

Creepy smile on face and curious Hight

All black and features less brute

A moving shadow from left to right

Sometimes in dreams and sometimes in real life
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Solace in silence
Javeria
Out of this noisy world, I find my peace
Arrival of thoughts, my soul releases
Busy in my own world, I don’t hear

The chaos around me, I’ve nothing to fear

ARG

I’'m speechless and earless, lost in my mind
Growing my own world, many thoughts at a time
Deep breaths and slow beating heart
I’'m free from the noise, we’re worlds apart

My eyes don’t see the surroundings, they’re closed

But in my imagination, I’'m never alone

I laugh, I talk, I live in my own space
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Where the world outside can’t erase
My smile, my joy, my happy place
But when someone calls, I'm brought back to the pace
Of the unknown world, where I'm a stranger
A person unseen, a faceless danger
Yet, in this world, I find my own voice
A whisper in the noise, a heartfelt choice
To live in my dreams, to breathe my own air

And find solace in the silence, beyond any compare
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Me and Moon

Maryam Naseem Arshad

On the long path of thoughts,
We both stand,

Me and Moon; my friend,

ARG

Both being heartbreakingly sad,

He asks me about my pain,
“What makes you look so fade™?
He describes me with my facade smile,
“Your smile looks so strained”,

I tell him about that one creature,

Presence of whom once made me feel grand!
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That person; the healer of my heart,
That angel; used to take me as a saint,
That dweller of my heart; smile of whom like a spring,

That flower of my life by whose aroma my heart was

grabbed,
The sailor of the boat of my dangling life,

Who gave me the coast; provided me sand,
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The sand of love, peace and protection,
The protection from being drained,
O Moon, my dear Moon,

My person, my angel, my flower,
The dweller of my heart,

The sailor of my boat,
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My provider of love, peace and protection,

Is now taken back by cruel fate.

This all has left me feel alone,
Now, my home for me is deserted land,

The sand of love and peace has sifted through my
hand,
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A land without any spring and pleasant odour,
A land without any sea and shore,
This all makes me faint,
This all makes me and you look sad,
This all forces my for a facade smile,

For that on this path of thoughts
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We both stand,
Now, it’s on you, my Moon; my friend,
Now you are the one to make me glad,

You! Dear Moon, your presence is alike my angel’s

face,
On which I can hourly gaze..

Tries Get into Cries
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Um E Kalsoom
I burn my heart like a fire
I feel my soul like a gyre
But you always evade like a kayar.
I bear it to claim,

but you took it to blame.
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During this 1 passed from cruel phase
But your chillness gets my anxiety raise.
I want to console my heart with aid
but you as usual took me like a cade.
This rubbed salt into wound like a blade.

I tried to settle our affinity by giving a break

ARG

but you always insist it to rake.
I always try to heal your wound with balm
but you struggle to pained it with calm
All in all, my fortune was struck to grief
but 1 always try to forget for the sake of your relief.

For you, with the world I fight

but you always try to fly like a kite.
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Guernica
Saba Sadiq
Screaming and yelling in pain
Everyone praying for no gain
Broken sword a warrior’s final stand

Fighting for homeland, a Nobel hand
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The bride looking for love with unlit candle
Groaning with pain, the stray cattle
Mother’s arm once cradling life with glee
Now carrying a dead child, a sorrow to see
We see perfection of cubism

Sufferings, reflecting modernism
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Picasso, a painter of ages
Wrote war on artistic pages
Guernica was hit in 20" century
Globe is still a cemetery
Everywhere hue and cry

In silence we hear a sigh
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It brings only destruction and profanity
War has no culture and ethnicity
To expose the horror and atrocities of war

Guernica, a painting that will forever roar
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Arguing With God for Better

Mehreen Mehboob
In the joy of getting the little wishes I'm life
You forget the big wishes
You ask for those people life

Who are not destined for you

ARG

But you don't ask for those
Who are better for you
Our weaknesses overcome us and our
Strength elude us, We sacrifice a thousand
Joys to come for one happiness
To one laugh we make thousands cry

To make one thing
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One person, one happiness
We destroy thousands of happiness
Thousands of people, thousands of things
To achieve small happiness
We leave behind the big happiness to come
We ask God for what we want

Not what God has written for us

Instead of asking for thousands of blessings from God

We ask for just one prayer
Even when our prayers are fulfilled
We still complain God

Why didn't you give me what was better for me?

ARG
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Thank you for your time.

Hope to see you again : )

Warm Regards,

The Visionary Voice & Fiction Shelve




